CAMPBELL’S WILLEM VIS MOOT TEAM TRYOUTS
(2025-2026)

Try out for Campbell’s Willem Vis team and get to practice your oral advocacy skills in Hong Kong!!! Meet students from all over the world and, through Campbell’s Willem Vis alumni network, local practitioners from North Carolina specializing in transactional work and commercial/business litigation or arbitration. 

You can learn more about this moot court competition here: https://cisgmoot.org/.  You should also watch this video made by our 2024-2025 team and/or talk to the 2024-2025 team members, who won an honorable mention (4th place ex aequo) for the written brief for the respondent in Hong Kong: Imani Henderson (3L now), Lara Innes (3L now), Cole Maimone (3L now), Cole Rasenberger (3L now), Nicholas Wilkins (3L now), Meghan Drum (3L now), Sofia Gomez-Ayala (graduated), and Jessica Osborn (graduated).

The competition involves a dispute about a commercial contract that gets resolved through arbitration. It’s a great opportunity to revisit 1L Contracts and it will also help you with your Sales & Leases class. For those who dream of becoming litigators, it’s a wonderful opportunity to advance your oral advocacy skills, in the more relaxed context of arbitration (which is an alternative dispute resolution method to traditional litigation, using private judges and no juries). 

You won’t need to have any particular knowledge of any body of law in order to be on the team, but you do need to show that you are capable of solid research and legal analysis and that you are a team player. Grades are not outcome determinative.

The team will be coached by Professor Papadima, with help from the large community of Campbell’s Willem Vis alumni, which is now approaching 50 members, many of whom work at major law firms in NC. 2-8 students will be selected. Participation on the team will be rewarded with 3 (three) credits for students who (A) take Professor Papadima’s International Commercial Contracts and Arbitration class in the Spring 2026 semester and (B) complete all stages of the competition: (1) write a memorandum on behalf of Claimant (35 pages) (October – December 2025), (2) write a memorandum on behalf of Respondent in response to another team’s memorandum for Claimant (35 pages) (December 2025 – January 2026), and (3) prepare for oral argument by attending amicable national and international rounds and the final oral round in Hong Kong (March 16-22, 2026). Although every effort will be made for all team members to travel to all amicable (pre-moots) and final (moot) oral rounds, only the best team members will be selected to argue in the final oral rounds (which might include all team members).

Please do not hesitate to reach out to Professor Papadima if you are interested in this competition or if you have any questions. Even if you’re not interested in this opportunity, please share it with your friends or classmates who might be interested.

The selection consists of a written portion and an oral argument delivery, as detailed below. 



Documents needed for the written portion (to be submitted, as attachments, via email, to Prof. Papadima and Director Shekmer by 11:59 pm on Saturday, September 13):
1. Application (fill out the form below)
2. Resume
3. Transcript/grades
4. Statement of interest to participate in the competition (1 page, font Times New Roman, size 12), which must address (i) any business, commercial, arbitration or international experience you have had to date, including classes taken, externships and professional experience prior to or while in law school, (ii) any oral advocacy experience, (iii) your professional goals after graduating from law school, and (iv) why you are interested in participating in this competition.
5. Written brief arguing, on behalf of Claimant, that Exhibit C7 should remain in the evidence. There are no minimum/maximum page requirements. Do not worry about observing any particular formatting or citation conventions, but make sure that your brief is internally uniform as to style and manner of citing authorities (e.g., inline or with footnotes). Include a brief Statement of Facts and Statement of Arguments.

What you will have to do for the oral argument phase (which will take place on Wednesday, September 17, from 6:30 – 8:30 pm)
1. Download and read the 2024-2025 Willem Vis Problem, available at https://cisgmoot.org/22nd-vis-east-moot-2/ (scroll all the way down to the bottom)
2. As counsel for Claimant, you will present to a panel which, in fiction, represents the FAI arbitral tribunal appointed by the parties (and, in reality, will consist of Professor Papadima and other members of the jury) your arguments as to why Exhibit C7 should remain in the evidence.
3. You will have 10 minutes for your oral argument.  You should keep track of your time (you can use a phone for this purpose). You might receive questions from the panel. If that happens, no additional time will be granted to you, unless you ask for it prior to the expiration of the 10 minutes (and you will likely only get 1-2 minutes at most).
4. You may have with you any materials that you deem useful, including the CISG: https://uncitral.un.org/sites/uncitral.un.org/files/media-documents/uncitral/en/19-09951_e_ebook.pdf, the FAI Arbitration Rules (2024): https://arbitration.fi/wp-content/uploads/eng_arbitration-rules_2024.pdf, and the FAI Mediation Rules (2024): https://arbitration.fi/wp-content/uploads/fai-mediation-rules_eng-1.pdf
5. You may have a written outline of your oral argument in front of you, but it is not recommended that you merely read from it.
6. In developing your legal arguments for the written brief and oral argument, you are not allowed to add any factual information or assume any facts which are not expressly stated in the Willem Vis problem (except common knowledge).
7. The panel will test the following abilities during your oral argument: (i) how well-prepared you were (knowledge of the facts of the problem and minimal understanding of the applicable law), (ii) ability to think on your feet (although you will be sitting down) while answering any questions asked by the panel, (iii) time management, and (iv) overall persuasion of your presentation (strong introduction, clear structure, application of law to the facts, use of facts and legal authorities, strong ending, etc.). 
8. Try not to be nervous. Good luck!!!
APPLICATION FOR CAMPBELL’S WILLEM VIS MOOT TEAM TRYOUTS
(2024-2025)

Name: ____________________________
Class: _______ (2L/2L Flex/3L/3L Flex)

1. From the list below, please select any classes which you have already completed (the next question will ask which classes you are enrolled in for Fall 2025). Please note that your answers to questions 1-3 have no bearing on your ability to be selected to the team.
 Business Organizations
 Sales & Leases
 Trial advocacy
 International Business Transactions
 International Business Litigation & Arbitration
 Other classes you deem relevant (list: ________________________________)

2. From the list below, please select any classes you are enrolled in for Fall 2025. Please note that your answers to questions 1-3 have no bearing on your ability to be selected to the team.
 Business Organizations
 Sales & Leases
 Trial advocacy
 International Business Transactions
 International Business Litigation & Arbitration
 Other classes you deem relevant (list: ________________________________)

3. From the list below, please select any classes which you plan to take in Spring 2026. Please note that your answers to questions 1-3 have no bearing on your ability to be selected to the team.
 Business Organizations
 Sales & Leases
 Trial advocacy
 International Business Transactions
 International Business Litigation & Arbitration
 Other classes you deem relevant (list: ________________________________)

4. If selected to the team, are you willing and able to enroll in International Commercial Contracts and Arbitration with Prof. Papadima in Spring 2026 (3 credits)? Please note that this will be a requirement to be selected on the team and receive credit.
 Yes
 No
 It’s complicated (explain: ___________________________________________________)

5. If selected to the team, are you willing and able to commit to travel to Hong Kong (March 16-22, 2026)?
 Yes
 No
 It’s complicated (explain: ___________________________________________________)

6. Do you have a passport and, if you do, what is its expiration date? Please note that your answer to this question has no bearing on your ability to be selected to the team but, if you do not currently have a passport with an expiration date after March 22, 2026, by submitting this application you agree to submit a request for passport issuance/renewal no later than September 30, 2025 and to provide proof thereof by the same date.
 Yes (expiration date: _______________________)
 No

7. Did you sign up to compete in the 1L UNC Kilpatrick mock trial competition?
 I did not sign up
 I signed up and competed
 I signed up but did not compete (explain why: _____________________________________)

8. Do you have or plan to have a job and/or internship during the 2025-2026 academic year and if so, how many hours per week?
 Yes (details: ________________________________________________________________)
 No

9. Do you have or plan have any commitments (other than classes) during the 2025-2026 academic year and if so, what is the commitment and how many hours per week does/will it take?
 Yes (details: ________________________________________________________________)
 No

10. On Wednesday, September 17, 2025, do you have class or any other commitment which makes you unable to attend oral argument between 6:30-8:30pm? 
 Yes (details: ________________________________________________________________)
 No
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