CAMPBELL’S WILLEM C. VIS INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION MOOT TEAM
INTEREST MEETING

Join us on September 4, at noon, in Courtroom 303, to learn about Campbell’s Willem C. Vis Moot Court Team.

For the 2025-2026 edition of the Willem C. Vis International Arbitration Moot Court Competition, our team will travel to Hong Kong, alongside another 150 law schools from all the world, to hone our oral advocacy skills.  This competition is a wonderful opportunity to: (i) refine your legal writing skills, (ii) sharpen your oral advocacy skills, (iii) meet local practitioners from North Carolina specializing in commercial/business litigation/arbitration and transactional work, through Campbell’s Vis Alumni Network, and (iv) connect with other law students from all over the world.

The competition involves a dispute about a commercial contract that gets resolved through arbitration. It’s a great opportunity to revisit 1L Contracts and it will also help you with your Sales & Leases class. For those who dream of becoming litigators, it’s a wonderful opportunity to advance your oral advocacy skills, in the more relaxed context of arbitration (which is an alternative dispute resolution method to traditional litigation, using private judges and no juries).

You won’t need to have any particular knowledge of any body of law in order to be on the team, but you do need to show that you are capable of solid research and legal analysis and that you are a team player. Grades are not outcome determinative.

The team will be coached by Professor Papadima, with help from Campbell’s Vis Alumni Network, which includes more than 50 members, many of whom work at major law firms in NC. Participation on the team (from October 2025 to March 2026) will be rewarded with 3 (three) credits granted in Professor Papadima’s International Commercial Contracts and Arbitration class which will be taught in the Spring 2026 (mandatory for all students selected on the team). 

The competition involves the following stages: (1) write a memorandum on behalf of Claimant (35 pages) (October – December 2025), (2) write a memorandum on behalf of Respondent in response to another team’s memorandum for Claimant (35 pages) (December 2025 – January 2026), and (3) prepare for oral argument by attending amicable national and international rounds and the final oral round in Hong Kong (March 16-22, 2026).

The selection consists of a written portion and an oral argument delivery. The written portion will include an application as well as drafting a written brief on a small portion of the Willem Vis problem from the past edition, available at https://cisgmoot.org/22nd-vis-east-moot-2/. The oral argument (10 minutes) is expected to take place on September 17, 2025, starting at 6:30 pm.

You can learn more about this moot court competition here: https://cisgmoot.org/.   Please do not hesitate to reach out to Professor Papadima if you are interested in this competition or if you have any questions. Even if you’re not interested in this opportunity, please share it with your friends or classmates who might be interested.
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