Summary of loan repayment programs available to physicians through DHHS
· North Carolina Loan Repayment Program (NC LRP)
· What it is: A state-run program through the Office of Rural Health (ORH) that helps eligible healthcare providers pay off student loans in exchange for serving in rural or underserved areas.
· Who’s eligible:
· Providers: MDs/DOs (various primary care specialties), dentists, dental hygienists, nurse practitioners, physician assistants, certified nurse midwives, and (psychiatric) advanced practice providers. 
· Service Commitment: Up to $100K for physicians and dentists; up to $60K for the other categories—over a maximum of 4 years. 
· Requirements:
· Employment must have started within 5 years of application (or within 5 years of finishing a prior service obligation) 
· Must hold a full, unrestricted license in NC, be a U.S. citizen or permanent resident, and accept Medicaid and Medicare (CHIP if applicable) 
· No ongoing service commitment at time of application 
· **Sites have to be legit outpatient primary care settings serving high‑need areas (HPSAs). Both provider and site must qualify.
· Perks: Funds are tax-free and can be renewed once, or topped off with a High Needs Service Bonus if you’ve paid off your loans but still serve. 
· Application: Rolling/ongoing; first-come, first-served. 
· Weblink
2. Primary Care Physicians Initiative (NC PCPI) — NEW as of 2025
· What changed: Previously, independent private practices in underserved rural areas weren’t automatically eligible. Starting FY2024–25, the state launched a new initiative specifically for independent private practices in Tier 1 & Tier 2 counties under the County Distress Rankings.
· Who qualifies:
· Providers: Only MDs or DOs in primary care specialties (Family Medicine, Gen Int Med, Pedi, OB/GYN, Psychiatry, and General Surgery—but surgery only in critical access hospitals). 
· Award: Up to $100K, tax-free, for up to 4 years (pro-rated for part-time). 
· Site requirements: Must be independent private practices (physician-owned, not hospital-run) in Tier 1 or Tier 2 counties, and must accept Medicaid. 
· Other eligibility: Same rules as NC LRP—license, U.S. status, employment start within 5 years, no existing service commitments. 
· Application specifics:
· Portal opened April 21, 2025, at 8:00 a.m.; limited to 20 applications per Medicaid region, with up to 16 awards per region. 
· Funding is limited and handled on a first-come basis
· Weblink
3. High Needs Service Bonus (HNSB) 

· If you’ve already paid off your loans, you can still receive a taxable bonus—up to the same amounts that NC LRP offers—for serving in high‑need areas. Review eligibility & application closely as criteria have shifted in recent years. 
· Weblink
4. Community Practitioner Program (NC Med Soc)
· Offers relief for family med physicians, PAs, and nurse pracs serving underserved communities—check in with ORH first.
· Weblink

