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CASES 

VACCINATIONS

The bivalent booster gives protection to both the original strain and the Omicron
variant BA.4 and BA.5

Currently, four vaccines are approved in the United States: Pfizer-BioNTech,
Moderna, Novavax, and Johnson and Johnson (CDC recommends the latter to be
used under certain situations due to safety concerns)

For those who have their initial doses completed, the CDC recommends staying up
to date with the Bivalent Booster. 

The CDC also recommends that people who tested positive for COVID-19 do not
need to receive their booster until 3 months after their first symptom. However,
there is no harm in getting the vaccine shortly after recovering from COVID-19.

Importantly, you are allowed to mix boosters from different vaccines. For example,
you may receive the initial two doses from Moderna, but switch to Pfizer-BioNTech
for your booster. This may be helpful for those who have trouble finding vaccine
availability or if you had a reaction from the initial two doses.
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14,044,516 
41,970 

VACCINES 

IN THE PAST
28 DAYS

164,503,232 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/world/covid-cases.html

CURRENT VARIANTS OF CONERN:
Omicron BQ.1 & BQ.1.1

Omicron was first identified in South Africa in November 2021 and has since spread
across the globe, developing multiple variants. Over the last few months, Omicron
BA.2 & BA.5 were the dominant strains in the UK, USA, and Australia, however
descendant lineages have recently begun to spike. 

Asia, Europe, USA, & Australia have cited an increase in Omicron BQ.1 & BQ.1.1 and,
as of December 2022, these variants now constitute a majority of COVID-19 cases for
many countries. Omicron XBB may also be on the rise in Asia & Australia. 

Omicron BQ.1 & BQ.1.1 symptoms are similar to previous COVID-19 variants, with the
most common signs being fatigue, congestion, cough, sore throat, and headache. 

Preliminary data shows that vaccinations are still effective against these variants,
reducing severe illness and hospitalizations. However, BQ.1  & BQ.1.1 may be more
immune-evasive than BQ.5. As such, it is vital that everyone remains up to date on
boosters, wears masks as necessary, and tests themselves when they feel sick. 
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